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Syllabus

I. Course Description
This course focuses on gender and social work, beginning with a critical examination of the concept of feminist practice, with attention to oppression, power, and privilege in helping relationships and in women’s lives more broadly.  It explores meanings of gender as it intersects with race/ethnicity, class, sexuality, age, and ability in the lives of women in general and specifically as social workers and clients.  Taught in a seminar format, this course examines topics such as work, welfare, family, violence, justice system involvement, health, mental health, and women as agents of change and is appropriate for students concentrating in micro or macro levels of practice.  

II. Course Objectives 
By the completion of this course students will be able to:

1. Describe the history of feminism in the U.S. and the role of women in the development of social work as a profession

2. Analyze and challenge gender inequity within the social work profession

3. Critically assess the concept of feminist practice and apply feminist theories and practice principles to their own work

4. Understand feminist theories and concepts of oppression, privilege, empowerment, and praxis and their relevance for social work practice 

5. Describe what is meant by intersectionality and analyze the effects of gender as it intersects with race/ethnicity, class, sexuality, age, and ability in the lives of girls and women

6. Identify challenges and dilemmas faced by girls and women at various stages in their lives

7. Describe and analyze physical and mental health issues faced by girls and women and the interventions designed to address them

8. Critically assess “gender-specific” services and develop gender-relevant services

9. Understand and apply feminist theories of violence, power, and control

10. Analyze the victim/aggressor dichotomy and challenge one-dimensional representations of women

11. Explain the sex-symmetry debate in intimate partner violence and understand the political ramifications of the various positions

12. Understand the history and current roles of girls and women as agents of social change

III. Teaching Methodology

This course incorporates a variety of teaching methods, including readings, lectures, discussions, audiovisual materials, guest speakers, small group activities, experiential learning exercises, and student presentations. These methods are utilized to encourage classroom discussion around pertinent issues and to allow students to discuss their own experiences and learn about the experiences of others. 

IV. Course Materials
Required readings are listed in the course outline (section VII of the syllabus) and are available through CourseWeb.  To access CourseWeb go to http://courseweb.pitt.edu.  Log in using your Pitt username and password.  This course will come up along with other courses you are taking that are available in CourseWeb.  You can access course materials, course announcements and other useful information related to the course here.  
V. Course Requirements and Basis for Grading 

Attendance/Participation (10%)
Weekly One-page Reaction Papers (30%) 

Representation of Power Presentation (5%): September 11, 18 or 25
Feminist Practice Dilemma Presentation (10%): October or November 
Feminist Practice Dilemma Paper (20%): Due November 20
Final Exam (25%): Due December 11 
All assignments are described at the end of this syllabus.

Note: All assignments with references must be documented in American Psychological Association (APA) style.  Please refer to:

American Psychological Association (2001).  American Psychological Manual for Publication. (5th ed.) Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.  
This text can be found in the Hillman Library’s reference section. For assistance with writing, please contact Pitt’s Writing Center, which provides help with editing and composition free of charge to Pitt students, faculty, and staff (http://www.english.pitt.edu/writingcenter/).
GRADING SCALE:
A+ = 97-100

A = 93-96

A- = 90-92

B+ = 87-89

B = 83-86

B- = 80-82

C+ = 77-79

C = 73-76

C- = 70-72

VI. University of Pittsburgh Policies and Regulations:

Americans with Disabilities Act: If you have a disability that requires special accommodations, let the instructor know as soon as possible that you have registered with the Office of Disability Resources and Services  (216 William Pitt Union; (412) 648-7890 /(TTY) (412) 383-7355).  Reasonable accommodations will then be made to ensure you have a fair opportunity to perform in class.

Nondiscrimination: The University of Pittsburgh prohibits and will not engage in discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, sex, age, marital status, familial status, sexual orientation, disability, or status as a disabled veteran.

Academic Integrity: Students are expected to follow the Student Code of Conduct established by the University and the Academic Integrity Policy of the School of Social Work, which is described in the Student Handbook. 

Religious Holidays: If you need to miss class due to religious observances, you must notify the instructor in advance to make alternative arrangements for the missed class. 

VII. Course Outline and Reading Assignments

For your convenience, links to all required articles are available on CourseWeb.  I recommend that you download the articles, print them out and bring copies to class for discussion. 
Unit I. Introduction to Feminism
	Date
	Topics
	Readings

	August 28
	· Review Syllabus

· Introductory Activities
	

	
	
	

	September 4
	· The F-word: A brief history of feminism in the U.S.

	bell hooks. (1984/2000). Feminism: A movement to end sexist oppression, pp. 18-33 in Feminist Theory: Margin to Center.
Jennifer Baumgardner and Amy Richards. (2000). What is feminism? pp. 50-86 in Manifesta: Young Women, Feminism, and the Future.

Roberta Sands and Kathleen Nuccio. (1992). Postmodern feminist theory and social work. Social Work, 37(6), 489-494.
Joan Scott. (1988). Deconstructing equality-versus-difference: or, the uses of poststructuralist theory for feminism. Feminist Studies, 14(1), 33-50.


Unit II. Feminist Social Work
	Date
	Topics
	Readings

	September 11
 
	· A feminist profession? Gender (in)equity within social work 
	Clarke Chambers. (1986). Women in the creation of the profession of social work. Social Service Review, 60(1), 1-33.
Janice Andrews. (1990). Female social workers in the second generation. Affilia, 5(2), 46-59.

Beverly McPhail. (2004). Setting the record straight: Social work is not a female-dominated profession. Social Work, 49(2), 323-326. 

Liane Davis. (1994). Why we still need a woman’s agenda for social work, pp. 1-25 in Building on Women’s Strengths: A Social Work Agenda for the 21st Century.

Margaret Gibelman. (2003). So how far have we come? Pestilent and persistent gender gap in pay. Social Work, 48(1), 22-32.

Jean Anastas. (2007). Theorizing (in)equity for women in social work. Affilia, 22(3), 235-239.

	
	
	

	September 18
	· Feminist practice(s): Consciousness raising, empowerment, and praxis 
	Nan van den bergh. (1995). Feminist social work practice: Where have we been…where are we going?, pp. xi-xxxix in Feminist Social Work Practice in the 21st Century.

Catherine MacKinnon. (1989). Consciousness raising, pp. 83-105 in Toward a Feminist Theory of the State.
Lorraine Gutierrez and Edith Lewis. (1999). Empowerment: A model for practice, pp. 3-23 in Empowering Women of Color.

E. Summerson Carr. (2003). Rethinking empowerment theory using a feminist lens: The importance of process. Affilia, 18(1), 8-20.
Iris Young. (1994). Punishment, treatment, empowerment: Three approaches to policy for pregnant addicts. Feminist Studies, 20(1), 32-57.

Sharon Freedburg. (2007). Re-examining empathy: A relational-feminist point of view. Social Work, 52(3), 251-259.

	
	
	

	September 25

	· The diverse experiences of women: Intersectionality, power, privilege, and oppression

	Ann Weick. (1982). Issues of power in social work practice, pp. 173-185 in Women, Power, and Change.
Iris Young. (1990). Five faces of oppression, pp. 39-65 in Justice and the Politics of Difference.

Peggy McIntosh. (1988). White privilege and male privilege: A personal account of coming to see correspondences through work in Women’s Studies.
Kimberlé Crenshaw. (1997). Intersectionality and identity politics: Learning from violence against women of color, pp. 533-542 in Feminist Theory: A Reader.
Michele Bograd. (1999). Strengthening domestic violence theories: Intersections of race, class, sexual orientation, and gender. Journal of Marital and Family Therapy, 25(3), 275-289.

	
	
	


Unit III: Working with Girls and Women
	Date
	Topics
	Readings

	October 2
	· Feminist therapeutic intervention focused on health and mental health
	Helen Land. (1995). Feminist clinical social work in the 21st Century, pp. 3-19 in Feminist Practice in the 21st Century.

Natalie Porter. (2005). Location, location, location: Contributions of contemporary feminist theorists to therapy theory and practice. Women & Therapy, 28(3/4), 143-160.

Mary Ballou. (2005). Threats and challenges to feminist therapy. Women & Therapy, 28(3/4), 201-210.
Tomi-Ann Roberts and Patricia Waters. (2004). Self-objectification and that ‘not so fresh feeling’: Feminist therapeutic interventions for healthy female embodiment. Women and Therapy, 27(3/4), 5-21.

Starr Wood. (2007). The analysis of an innovative HIV-positive women’s support group. Social Work with Groups, 30(3), 9-28.

Anita Sharma. (2001). Healing the wounds of domestic abuse: Improving the effectiveness of feminist therapeutic interventions with immigrant and racially visible women who have been abused. Violence Against Women, 7(12), 1405-1428.

	
	
	

	October 9

	· Effects and challenges of feminist intervention and “gender-specific” programming for girls and women
	Kevin Gorey, Catherine Daly, Nancy Richter, David Gleason, and Mary Jo McCallum. (2002). The effectiveness of feminist social work methods: An integrative review. Journal of Social Service Research, 29(1), 37-55.

Sara Goodkind. (2005). Gender-specific services in the juvenile justice system: A critical examination. Affilia, 20(1), 52-70.

Sara Goodkind and Diane Miller. (2006). A widening of the net of social control? ‘Gender-specific’ treatment for young women in the U.S. juvenile justice system. Journal of Progressive Human Services, 17(1), 45-70.
Laina Bay-Cheng, Amanda Lewis, Abigail Stewart, and Janet Malley. (2006). Disciplining “girl talk”: The paradox of empowerment in a feminist mentorship program. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment, 13(2), 73-92.

	
	
	

	October 16
	· Women as workers and mothers: Work, family, and government support
	Mimi Abramovitz. (1995). From tenement class to dangerous class to underclass: Blaming women for social problems, pp. 211-231 in Feminist Practice in the 21st Century.
Diana Pierce. (2000). Rights and wrongs of welfare reform: A feminist approach. Affilia, 15(2), 133-152,

Janet Finn. (1994). Contested caring: Women’s roles in foster family care. Affilia, 9(4), 382-400.

Joan Laird. (1995). Family-centered practice: Feminist, constructionist, and cultural perspectives, pp. 20-40 in Feminist Practice in the 21st Century.

	
	
	

	October 23
	· Girls and women as victims and aggressors: Feminist theories of violence, power, control, and blame
	Beverly McPhail, Noel Bridget Busch, Shanti Kulkarni, and Gail Rice. (2007). An integrative feminist model: The evolving feminist perspective on intimate partner violence. Violence Against Women, 13(8), 817-841.
Cynthia Esqueda and Lisa Harrison. (2005). The influence of gender role stereotypes, the woman’s race, and level of provocation and resistance on domestic violence culpability attributions. Sex Roles, 53(11/12), 821-834.

Katherine Luke. (2008). Are girls really becoming more violent? A critical analysis. Affilia, 23(1), 38-50.



	
	
	

	October 30

	· Are women as violent as men? Perspectives on and responses to the sex symmetry debate in intimate partner violence
	Lisa Brush. (2005). Philosophical and political issues in research on women’s violence and aggression. Sex Roles, 52(11/12), 867-873.
Kristin Anderson. (2005). Theorizing gender in intimate partner violence research. Sex Roles, 52(11/12), 853-865.
Christine Dietz. (2000). Responding to oppression and abuse: A feminist challenge to clinical social work. Affilia, 15(3), 369-389.



	
	
	

	November 6
	· Gender and sexuality: Working with GLBT populations
	Barb Burdge. (2007). Bending gender, ending gender: Theoretical foundations for social work practice with the transgender community. Social Work, 52(3), 243-250.

Deana Morrow. (2004). Social work practice with gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender adolescents. Families in Society, 85(1), 91-99.

	
	
	

	November 13
	· The dilemmas and challenges of sex work for social workers
	Lacey Sloan and Stephanie Wahab. (2000). Feminist voices on sex work: Implications for social work. Affilia, 15(4), 457-479.

Stephanie Wahab. (2002). ‘For their own good?’: Sex work, social control and social workers, a historical perspective. Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare, 29(4), 39-57.

David Hodge and Cynthia Lietz. (2007). The international sexual trafficking of women and children: A review of the literature. Affilia, 22(2), 163-174.

Valandra. (2007). Reclaiming their lives and breaking free: An Afrocentric approach to recovery from prostitution. Affilia, 22(2), 195-208.

	
	
	


Unit IV: Social Change
	Date
	Topics
	Readings

	November 20

	· Why so slow? Women in positions of power and leadership
	Virginia Valian. (1999). Gender schemas at work, pp. 1-22 in Why So Slow? The Advancement of Women.

Joan Acker. (2006). Inequality regimes: Gender, class, and race in organizations. Gender & Society, 20(4) 441-464.

Amanda Fortini. (2008, April 13). The feminist reawakening: Hillary Clinton and the fourth wave. New York Magazine.



	November 27 
	NO CLASS
	NO READINGS

	
	
	

	December 4
	· Feminist community organizing and macro practice
	Janet Finn, Raquel Castellanos, Toni McOmber, Kate Kahan. (2000). Working for equality and economic liberation: Advocacy and education for welfare reform. Affilia, 15(2), 294-310.

Janet Finn. (2002). Raíces: Gender-conscious community building in Santiago, Chile. Affilia, 17(4), 448-470.
Cheryl Hyde. (1989). A feminist model for macro-practice: promises and problems. Administration in Social Work, 13(3/4) 145-181.

Susan Stall and Randy Stoecker. (1998). Community organizing or organizing community? Gender and the crafts of empowerment. Gender & Society, 12(6), 729-756.

Terry Mizrahi and Margaret Lombe. (2006). Perspectives from women organizers: Views on gender, race, class, and sexual orientation. Journal of Community Practice, 14(3), 93-118.

	
	
	

	December 11
	· Thinking and organizing for the future
	Iris Young. (1994). Gender as seriality: Thinking about women as a social collective. Signs, 19(3), 713-738.

Janet Finn. (2002). Borders and bridges: Building new directions for the women’s movement, pp. 375-403 in Women at the Margins: Neglect, Punishment, and Resistance.


Assignment #1:  ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION
This is a discussion and activity-based course that uses a collaborative learning/teaching style.  Class attendance and participation are essential for the success of classroom learning.  Every student should complete the weekly readings and reaction papers (see below) which will help to prepare you for class discussion.  I recognize that some people feel more comfortable than others participating in larger class discussions, which is why we will do our best to create a learning environment conducive to open discussion.  In addition, we will engage in a number of small group exercises and other activities in which you will also have an opportunity to actively participate.  Of course, you cannot participate in class if you are not present.  Any student missing more than two classes (unexcused) will have their final grade lowered by one full letter.  While I know that 8am is an early start, it is essential that you come on time every week, as we have a full 3 hours of discussion and activities planned for each week.  Two late arrivals will be treated as one unexcused absence.  Attendance and participation are worth 10% of your total grade in the course.

Assignment #2:  WEEKLY REACTION PAPERS
Each week you are required to write a brief (1 page) reaction paper on the readings for the week.  

1. In one paragraph or less, briefly summarize the main points of the readings, noting the reading(s)/parts on which you will focus for the remainder of the reaction paper.

2. Describe how you felt when you read the reading(s) or section of the reading.  If relevant, discuss how the reading(s) challenged or confirmed your assumptions, values, and beliefs.
3. Discuss what you learned from the reading(s), and explain how what you read fits (or does not fit) with other topics we have discussed and/or read about in class.

4. Explain how what you learned might be applied to social work practice at the micro and/or macro levels.

5. Describe anything that you did not understand in the readings or questions the reading(s) raised for you.
Reflection papers are NOT summaries of the readings, but rather reflect your ideas and insights based on the readings.  They should demonstrate that you have completed the readings and understand them, but your initial summary of the main points should be no more than one short paragraph.  The purpose of this assignment is to get you to think critically about what we are reading and help you prepare for class discussion.  The readings include a variety of perspectives on relevant issues.  Perhaps the readings prompted you to think differently about something, if so, discuss this.  On the other hand, you are not expected to agree with all of the assigned material; the reaction papers can be an opportunity for you to present alternative viewpoints on issues that we are exploring.  These papers do not have to be formal in style.  Papers should be in 12-point font and should not exceed 1 page in length.  Reaction papers should be emailed to me at sag51@pitt.edu by 9am on the Wednesday prior to that week’s class session.  Reaction papers will be graded simply as satisfactory or unsatisfactory.  If you receive a grade of unsatisfactory, you will have the opportunity to redo the paper.  Late papers will not be accepted, except with a legitimate excuse.  Reaction papers are worth 30% of your total grade in the course.
Assignment #3:  REPRESENTATION OF POWER

For this assignment, you will bring to class something that represents power to you.  Be prepared to explain and discuss your choice with the class.  You will sign up for either September 11th, 18th, or 25th.  Presentation of your representation of power is worth 5% of your total grade in the course.

Assignment #4:  FEMINIST PRACTICE DILEMMA
Each of you will sign up for a class session during which you will present a practice dilemma for class discussion from which feminist analyses and practices may be generated.  You will have a half hour of your classmates’ time for collaboration and deliberation on the dilemma.  A 5-7 page summary of your practice dilemma and a discussion of the feminist practice principles and challenges explored through the dilemma will be due on November 20th.  In this paper, reflect on academic, personal, and professional resources, paradigm shifts, collaborative approaches, and systemic interventions that may be engaged in your pursuit of a solution or approach to your dilemma.  You may find it useful to draw on sources from the readings, other literature, and group discussions in your analyses.  Presentation of your practice dilemma will be worth 10% and your paper 20% of your total grade in the course.
 Assignment #5:  FINAL EXAM
There will be a take-home final exam that will be distributed on December 4th and due in class on December 11th.  The exam will include multiple essay questions that require you to integrate the different readings, frameworks, and perspectives covered throughout the course.  The goal of the exam is for you to demonstrate an understanding of key concepts, debates, and challenges within feminism, to think critically about feminist theories and practices, and to apply feminist theories and insights to social work.  More information on the exam will be provided near the end of the term.  The final exam is worth 25% of your total grade in the course.   
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